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Norway makes prison work - even for Brejvik
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Anders Behring Breivik

xmr \M could serve less than 21

L years for killing at least 76
people first with his bomb and
bullets. A submarine is still
scouring the cold waters around Uteya
Thekiller, who only days
action wrote: “Tested gear

Ifheis ¢onvicted, Breivik will golo
Halden pijison, which is made of wood

perimeterfwalls are hidden behind
trees. The|cetls of Norway's highest
seciirity pfison have en-suite
bathroomp and barless windows,
| be able to hone his muscles
on the climbing wali and play
volleyball vith the female warders,
This liberalism is all too much for the
A.%m Nornvegians aren’t
vengeful. They pride themselves on
their tolergnce. Jens Stoltenberg, the
Prime Minjister, called for “more
deinocracy, more openness, more
1GM

humanity but not naivety” the day
atter so many young Norwegians were
killed, Mothers wha read the last texis
of their children, sent as they cowered
behind rocks, haven’t called for the
death penalty. There was one moment
when emotion got the better of some
Norwegians and they surged towards
the Volvo carrying Breivik to ‘court.
But a teacher who held back her pupils
said: “We will not focus on revenge.”
Everyone has lost someone. Their grief
is uncontainable, but not their anger.
Asa child I spent summers in
Norway with a family in a beautiful
clapperboard house in Sandefjord,
sailing round the waters; as 3 teenager
lworked as a chambermaid in a hotel
in Oslo. This gave me a lasting dislike
of fishballs but taught me about
persenal responsibility and civility.
Norwegians treat each other with
exaggerated respect and dignity,
Nordic crime novels are so striking
because crime is sorare, Until now
Norway had almost the lowest murder
rate in the world and prison is a last
resort: there are only 3420 inmates in

Jail out of a population of five milfion,

According to the Howard League,
roughly 20 per cent of these are

Pre-trial detainees. Prison is about

re-education, the premise being that
1o one offends without a reason, Hans
Henrik Hoilund, the architect of
Halden, which houses Norway's most
dangerous prisoners, says that it “must

look as much like the outside world as
possible” to help rehabilitation, Its
governor, Are Hoidal, insists that half
his staff are women to decrease
agaression, and told Time magazine:
“Many of the prisoners are in bad
shape and we want to build them up,
give them confidence through
education and work and have them
leave as better people.”

Teenagers are rarely incarcerated,
children never. I 1994, just after the
James Bulger murder, 3 little girl, Silje,

Norwegians griefis
uncontainable but
not their anger

was beaten, stripped and left to die by
two six-year-old classmates in Norw ay.
As the age of criminal responsibility is
15, the boys returried to school within
bwo weeks, received counselling and
have been accepted hack by their
community. Even Silje’s mother said
that she didn’t think it right to punish
small children. In Britain, Jon Venables
and Robert Thompson were Jjailed over
the death of fames Bulger—and
Venables has since reoffended,
Drugaddicts rarely receive custodial
sentences in Norway, but are puton
rehabilitation programmes, It is
considered uncivilised to hold women

in cells away from theiy families, so
Jjudges tend towards community
punishment. Norway also plans to stop
Jailing people who don't pay fines.

‘Fhose who do goto one of the fifty-
bwo prisons are helped. At Bastay
inmates, including paedophiles and
rapists, have to obtain professional
qualifications and to work on the farm.
Butthey can play tennis, ride and enter
a ski-jump competition, British prison
officers often have only eight weeks’
training. In Norway itis two years.

Fewerthan 20 per cent of prisoners
reoffend, compared with morethan 70
per centin the UK. According to a 2008
White Paper by the Norwegian Labour
‘Party: “The smallerthe difference
between life inside and outside the
prisen, the easier the transition from
prison to freedom.” The Norwegians
will try their best to treat Breivik —.
only if he refuses to co-operate will
Jjudges consider extending his sentence.
Norway's only other recent mass
murderer, a nurse, Armfinn Nessat,
served 23 years for killing 22 patients
and was freed in 2004,

Nick Hardwick, Britain’s Chief
Inspector of Prisons. told me last year:
“Jails are not just dustbins, but.the
inmates are treated as rubbish.”
Whenever an atrocity aceurs here, we
immediately call for inquiries and life
sentences. The past few days show ug
notwhere Norway has 2one wrong
but where it has got it right.

A e et e v masae . ey

alowed to remain in Lilyya while takin a
no part in politics. Cruciaily, this
approach has been backed by key
European political leaders. Last week,
Alain Juppé, the French Foreign
Minister, said that “one of the scenarios
eftectivety envisaged is that [Gaddafi]
stays in Libya”. William Hague added
this weel that “what happensto
Gaddati is ultimately a question for the
Libyans. Itisfor the Libyan people to
determine their own future.”

Although this nuanced approach
may seem a retreat from Nato's initial
promise to remove Gaddafi swift] \3
from power, anegotiated end to the
fighting makes sense. The rebels are
no closer to toppling Gaddafi now
than several months ago. And he has
entrenched himself not anly in the
capital, Tripoli, but also in the hearts of
many of the tribes in western Libya,
Removing him by force would take
many months and many lives. ]

There are important questions now
about what form of justice Gaddafi and

- his associates should face. A warrant

for him has been issued for war crimes
by the International Criminal Court,
Asa Libyan, I want to see Gaddafi
stand trial for his crimes against my
peaple and to see him held to account.

The priority for now, however, isto
end the fighting and star buildinga
free and democratic Libya. Once we
have democracy, Libyans would be free
to decide Gaddafi's fate themselves.

Noman Benotmanis a former leader of
the Libyan Istamic Fighting Group
(LIFG). He s a senior analyst at Quilliam,
the counter-extremism think-tank

OpEd Live: watch video of Martin
Fletcher on the future of the Arab Spring
—goto thetimes.co.uk/opinion
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A schoolgir] who wentto courl Lo elaim
theright to die dnly to change her mind
and have a hegrt transplant has cele-
hrated her 16th birthday hy going bowl-
ing with friendgand attending her high
school prom.

Both those thjngs seemed an impossi-
bie dream to Itannah Jones just two
years ago. Doclors had given her just
months to live ds her heart had been ir-
retrievably damaged by treatment for
leulkaemia when she was four,

Hannah, from Ross-on-Wye, had de-
cided she could|not lace the prospect of
mare medical tléatment and wanted to
spend her Jast|{days with her family.
When doctors |at the hospilal where
she was being| treated applied for a
court order forcing her to undergo a
eart transplan| she foughtand won,

Yesterday Hinnah was looking for-
witrd Lo starting al sixth form, taking
her driving testjwhen she lurns 18 and
pursuing a caregr either in television ar
ihe law. She celebrated the end of her
GCSLis by atlefding the Glastonbury
festival, catching up on lost time.

She has made a dramalic recovery
since undergoing the transpiu. Al-
though she has |to take a cocklail of 12
pills a day she [s abte to run, ride her
three ponies and enjoy a normal life,
She helieves het experience taught her
a lol and does nol regret the decision
she made at [3 £ say no to a new hoart,

Her ¢hange of mind took place on
her l4th birthday when her kidneys
failed. At first jshe thought she had
over-indulged but she soon realised it
was 4 sign that that the end was not far
?ﬂ' and she no Ipnger had anything to
ose,

An air ambulance flew her to
Great Ormond [Street Hospital
where there wijs a potentially
fatal setback. The first heart was
not a suitable match and
it was days | before
another was fouhd. %

Now Hannah feels
she has the life she
never dreamt would |
be hers. “I was gbvi- 4
ously ill, but [ust
thought I'd over
done it on my -
birthday. Actual-
ly, it turned out it <
was my kidneys fail-

S

“The Times

girl who had
a change of heart

ingand thrat's when the reality of the sii-
uation hit home.

“T love my friends and family so
much and Iwanted to reach adulthood,
have a family, have a career. | wasn't so
sure any more that [ was ready to leave
alt thak behine.” ,

She added: “Although people
thought T was too young to decide, 1'd
been through so much [ felt | had the
right. But everyone’s entitled to change
their mind and now P'm so glad [ dic.”

Her mother, Kivsty Joncs, said the
sight of her daughterin her prom dress
brought tears to her eyes.

She said: “I'm so proud of HMannah.

N T,
Girt wins fight 10 turn down Lransplang
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How The Times first reported
Hannah's story in November 2008

When I saw her looking so heautiful in
her dress T had a tear in my eye. We've
had a rollercoaster of a journey and we
are now looking lorward to the next
chapter”

The next chapter will be starting at
college in September, Hannah is also al-
lowed to dream of the future. She said:
“My dream is to one day meet JLS and
work either on TV or as alawyer — but
[ haven’t decided which yet. I feel more
mature than my [riends and see things
differently. 1 don't care about hair-
styles and make-

up, TI'm just
happy I'm
healthy, 'm up-

beat and [ don't
like to feel sad so [
try notto dwell on it
. “Having a new heart
.means I've got so much
energy. For the first time
ever, { can do what all my
friends are doing. I try not
to think too much andjust
live for every minute; 1
mean I start college in Sep-
tember, how cool s
b that?”
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_4>_..H and Remembrance

An Israeli orchestra’s performance of Wagner testifies to civilisation resilience.

Since Kristallnacht in 1938, Israeli orchestras and .

their forebears have maintained a taboo on
publicly petforming Wagner’s music. That unoffi-
cial ban was challenged by the Israel Chamber
Orchestra last night when it played Wagner’s
Siegfried Idyll in Germany, at the Bayreuth
Festival (see page 31). . The emotional pain of
[sraelis confronted with Wagner’s music is not
only understandable but rational and informed.
Yet the decision to perform it was justified.
Roberto Paternostro, the orchestra’s musical
director, explained that his intention was to

“divide the man from his art”. That aim is admit-
tedly difficy!t to realise in Wagner’s case, and not
only because the Nazis found inspiration in him
and he ferociously denounced the Jews as “the
born enemy of pure humanity”. For, so far from
being an idiosyncrasy in Wagner's character,
anti-Semitism is enshrined in his art.

Wagner's tract Das Judentum in der Musik (“Jew-
ishness in Music”) is a poisonous rant. His opera
Parsifal fuses Christian symbolism with the myth
of the pure biood of Aryan manhood. When the

Israeli mind rebels against Wagner, it does so

not out of philistinism but through understanding.

Even so, Paternostro’s stance is noble. Wagner
tests the principle that aesthetic and ethical stand-
ards are independent. Art has to be judged in its
own terms, not by the standards of its creator. And
Wagner's art is great. It articulates emotions,
including forbidden feelings, with a depth that
compares to Shakespeare. An Israeli orchestra’s
including Wagner in its repertoire instances the
richness of the. Jewish  tradition of musical
performance, But more, it testifies to the resilienc
of civilisation against a diseased philosophy.
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